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During the 1953-54 fiscal year the Bureau was asked to assist in the preparation 
of ex-prisoner-of-war claims for compensation for maltreatment. As a result of 
this assignment, pensions advocates participated in the presentation of 3,100 claims 
before the War Claims Commission. 

Section 4.—Rehabilitation of Veterans 
The Veterans' Welfare Services Branch of the Department of Veterans Affairs 

is responsible for the administration of benefits available to discharged members of 
the Forces under the terms of the Veterans Rehabilitation Act, the War Service 
Grants Act, and the Veterans Benefit Act. The Branch renders assistance to 
veterans and advises them in social problems through the Social Service Section. 
It does not, however, duplicate any service that is already available to a veteran as 
a citizen. 

War Service Gran t s Act.—The War Service Grants Act (R.S.C. 1952, c. 289) 
was amended by setting Dec. 31, 1954, as the last date for World War I I veterans 
to apply for gratuities, except for veterans with overseas service who can demon
strate unusual reasons for delay in applying. The period during which application 
may be made for re-establishment credit was extended to Jan. 1, 1960, or 15 years 
after discharge, whichever is the later, and dependent children were included among 
those to whom the unused credit of a deceased veteran can be made available. 
Another amendment permits the use of re-establishment credit to obtain veterans 
insurance after the cut-off date for the purchase of veterans insurance has expired. 

War Service Gratuities.—The amounts expended as gratuities under the 
War Service Grants Act up to Mar. 31, 1954, are shown in Table 1. 

L—Gratuity Payments under the War Service Grants Act, Years Ended 
Mar. 31, 1915-54 
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